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Military officer and collector of folklore material from Pontus, also known under the pen-name "Xenos Xenitas'. He collaborated with several
journals, while he was the director of the journal Chronika tou Pontou throughout its publication. His major work Laographika Kotyoron (Folklore
Material of Kotyora) established him as one of the most important writers on Pontus.
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1. From Kotyorato the National Defence

Xenophon Akoglou, son of Kosmas and Aphrodite Grigoriadis, aso known under the pen-name ‘ Xenos Xenitas', was born in
Samsun (Sampsounta, Amisos) in 1895. He spent his childhood in K otyora (Urdu),! where he completed primary education, before
he studied in the high school of Amisos. In 1915 he fled from the Ottoman Empire and went to Thessaloniki, where he joined the
forces of the National Defence as a volunteer in the following year. After 1918 he was trained at the School of Reserve Officers,
which he completed as a second lieutenant. He then took part in the operations of the Asia Minor campaign. Akoglou became a
permanent military officer and remained in the army until 1935, when he retired as a major. He was recruited again, however, in
1940-1941, and became a correspondent of the journal Neoellinika Grammata, sending news from the Albanian front. He
completed and republished his reportsin 1945 in Athens under the title The Miracle of Albania from the Viewpoint of the 11/
Division.

2. Works - Collection of Folklore Material

Akoglou published a great number of articlesin various journals (Archeion Pontou, Mikrasiatika Chronika, Pontiaki Estia,
Neoellinika Grammata and particularly Chronika tou Pontou,? which he directed throughout its publication) and four books. He
usually used the pen-name ‘ Xenos Xenitas' . Apart from the Miracle of Albania from the Viewpoint of the /17 Division, he aso
published the Diigimata Ethografika, a collection of short stories on the milieu of taverns and fishermen (Athens 1939), as well as
the play Akritas in the Pontic dialect. This work (an historical dramain five acts and a scene), for which Akoglou received a honorary
mention at the Kalokairineios contest in 1945, concerns the activity of Pontic chieftains and guerrillasin 1914-1923. The writer
originally aimed to prepare a study but, since he lacked the necessary primary sources, he composed a play; under the circumstances,
it is not surprising that the play does not seem to have been particularly successful on stage, apparently due to its seriousness.®

However, his most important work is the two-volume The Life of Pontus, Laographika Kotyoron" (Folklore Materia of Kotyora).
Produced after along and arduous’ period of collecting folklore material provided by people from Kotyorawho lived all over Greece
(Athens, Piraeus and suburbs, Thessaloniki, Katerini and Kilkis), the book was described as one of the finest of the kind.> Akoglou,
apart from the full and detailed image of life in Kotyora he provides (life cycle, communal and economic organisation, customs and
popular belefs), which meets the requirements of Greek folklore studies (laografia), tries to be objective, an effort quite exceptional
in similar collections. The Laographika Kotyoron does not provide an idyllic image of his birthplace: it frequently refersto
intracommunal conflicts, class struggles and the restricted intellectual life of the area. In brief, in comparison to respective works by
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other collectors, Akoglou's book provides the reader with the feeling that it describes areal and active society rather than a utopian
reconstruction of the lost homeland.

Akoglou died in Athens in December 1961.

1. Akoglou, who never mentioned Samsun in his works, considers himself a native of Kotyora. Besides, it results from his book
Laographika Kotyoron that his family came from Kotyora.

2. Chronika tou Pontou the monthly folklore journal of the Club “Argonautai Komnenoi’, was in circulation from September 1943 until
February 1954. However, only 24 issues were published, which as a rule were printed after a considerable delay. Thus, the last one is
dated ‘July-August 1946’.

3. See the quotation "Review of Akritas".

4. See the quotation ‘The “tekelteas”’.

5. Among several favourable reviews is that by Giannis Kordatos in Neoellinika Grammata of gth July 1939.
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Review of Akritas

«...maQ" 6Ao mMov 0 ovyyRadEag aoxoAnOnKe TOOO TOAD kat He TN VEOEAANVIKT] KAt He TNV movTiakt Aoyotexvia [...] To tumwpévo
oL Oeatoikd é9yo dev umopet va OewonOel yvrolo moidv Oeatoucov edovs. ITaoa moAAég Ppooéc o ovyyoadéag Eexva OTLoTO
Oéatoo 1 dodom dadoapatiCetal TAvVw 0TO CavidL kal dev elval avTikeipevo dinynoewv. Akoua, o ovyyoadpéag kabe tooo OéAeL
va eVNEQWOEL To Beat] mMAvw otV e£EALEN NG E0WTEQLKTG TTOALTIKTG kKaTaoTdoews TG EAAGdac ota xoovia 1914-22. Etot Balet
TOVG NOWEC TOL VA HETEXOLV O€ dDLaAGYoUg Ttov Oa prtogovoay va eixav 0£omn aAAol aAA& oL oe Oeatoud €0yo. ATOdELEN OTL TO
£0Y0 avTd dev eival Oeatikd elvat To yeyovog 0tL kdOe pood mov avePAOTNiKE OTN OKNVI] KAL TA{XTNKE, dDIXOKEVATTNKE, OTWS
E£0w, AOKETA DQAOTIKA ATO TO OKNVODETN, Y va pmtogel va otaBet [...]».
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Aappidng, O, I'vpw oo movtiakd Oéatpo, vootaon kat totopic Tov, 1922-1972, (Athens 1978), p. 43, footnote 2

The "tekelteas"

«AAnopdévnta Ba Hov PelvOLY Ta KLV YNTA TOL EKAVA TNG LAVAS HOV Le TO MOAVBLOTO X€QL aTd dWUATIO 0 dWUATLO TOV OTILTLOY,
Yt va GUVEXIOW TNV... AVAKQELOT), TOL Baglotave kaBe t1ooo k' 110eAe v/ amtopvyet. Kat pe pakgobupia Oa Ovpdapoat tig elpwveleg
€VAQIOPWV CLUTATOLWTWYV, TTOL BTV e BAEmave va kateBaivw 0Tovg ovvolklopnovs tov ITewpatd ovte Alyo oUte TOAD pe
AVTIOTAVE VLA T1)... LATALOTIOVIO LOV KoL PLE E(XoVE XAQAKTNOIOEL KoL OXOAAOTIKO KAl «TeKEATERV», [TOVTIAKT) AEEN MOV ONuAlveL
aQYO00X0A0G, 0X0AAOTIKOG, XAlOG] KU akoua KOBav... 00da HLQWHEVA Vi Vo Ut UTAEEoVY pall pov kat TAT)IEOLV UE TIG EQWTIOELS
KALTIG €0EVVEG LLOL».

AxoyAov, E.,, "A7té t Cwn Tov ITdvTov", Aaoypagikd Kotvwpwy, vol. I (Athens 1939), p. 14.



