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[Tepiinyn :

Joseph Lazaropoulos was born ca. 1310 in Trebizond. He was a clergyman. In April 1365 he succeeded Niphon Pterygionites to the
metropolitan throne of Trebizond. On November 12, 1367 he resigned from the metropolitan throne for unknown reasons. He wrote two
versions of the Life of St. Eugenios, which contain a plethora of valuable historical, ethnographical, geographical and topographical
information about the Trebizond Empire. He died before December 1369 in Constantinople.
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1. Biographical information - Activity

Joseph Lazaropoulos was born in Trebizond ca. 1310. His baptismal name was John. He was married and had two children, Theophanes and Constantine.
Shortly before 1340 he became at the church of Haghia Sophiain Trebizond. In 1340, subsequent to the death of the emperor of

Trebizond, Basil Grand Komnenos and the rise to the throne of his first wife, Eirene Palaiologina, Lazaropoulos was forced, due to the civil conflicts, to
abandon his hometown and follow the empress Eirene of Trebizond, widow of Basil Grand Komnenos, and her two under-age children to Constantinople

during their period of exile. He was accompanied by his eldest son Constantine, while his wife and youngest son remained in Trebizond.!

In 1349, when the emperor Michael Grand Komnenos was sick and old, Lazaropoulos, at the recommendation of the Byzantine emperor John VI
Kantakouzenos (1347-1354), returned to Trebizond in order to prepare the ground for the return and rise to the throne of Alexios |11 Grand Komnenos,
son of Basil Grand Komnenos and Eirene of Trebizond.2 After the new emperor's accession, Joseph's contribution was rewarded. Thus, after the death of
the metropolitan of Trebizond, Niphon Pterygionites (March 1364), Joseph Lazaropoul os was chosen to succeed him. His ordination took place the
following year (April 1365) in Constantinople by the patriarch of Constantinople Philotheos. He returned to Trebizond on Easter Sunday (13 April 1365)
and his enthronement took place on the following Tuesday. During his ordination he seems to have taken the name Joseph.

Thereis no evidence of his activity as metropolitan of Trebizond. He shepherded the people of Trebizond until 12 November 1367 at which time he
resigned from the metropolitan throne for unknown reasons. It is possible that Joseph came into conflict with Alexios 111, hardly an unusual event for the
relations between emperors and the bishops of Trebizond. Initially the bishop retreated to the Eleousa monastery, a coastal monastery in K erasounta, while
later, because of pirate incursions by the Turkmen, he sought refuge in Constantinople where he most probably formally offered his resignation. The
hypothesis that Lazaropoulos offered his resignation in Constantinople is further strengthened by the fact that he appears to have signed the act of the

of January 1368, with which the metropolis of Pyrgion was transferred to the metropolitan of Ephesos, Theodoretos. It is thought that he

returned afterwards to Trebizond until July 1368, at which time he fianly departed for Constantinople. He died before December 1369.

2. Oeuvre

Joseph Lazaropoulos was the author of two versions of the Life of St. Eugenios.* Opinions vary concerning the dates these two works were

written. The metropolitan of Trebizond Chrysanthos® suggests that both works were written after his official resignation from the bishopric
throne, while J.O. Roseqvist® claims that they were written during his stay at the Eleousa Monastery. Both works are written in flowing
archaic language, and contain valuable historical, ethnographical, geographical and topographical information.

In the speech he wrote for the birth day of St. Eugenios, Joseph Lazaropoulos included an encomium to the emperor Alexios II Grand
Komnenos,” who according to the author was also responsible for the revival of the feast day of St. Eugenios, which had been consecrated
during the reign of Basil I. In his encomium, Joseph records the flourishing of the empire during the reign of Alexios II, while he highlights
the intellectual development which was taking place in Trebizond during that period thanks to the nurturing of the arts and sciences,
especially of astronomy and mathematics. Also impressive are the images of majesty and opulence which rise out of the descriptions of the
feasts of St. Eugenios, which according to the author included the participation of emperors, lords, the clergy and masses of people.
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In Joseph's second work, a synopsis of the miracles, the vivid and detailed description of the siege of Trebizond in 1222-1223 by the Seljuk

sultan Melik® is of particular interest. Joseph attributes the lift of the siege to the miraculous intervention of St. Eugenios and the Panagia

C}U‘ysokephalos,9 but at the same time offers many important details about the conflict between Andronikos I Grand Komnenos and the
0

sultan.X

1. Hiswifefollowed him to Constantinople after the death of their son Theophanes. See Georgiades, Th. (ed.), Eyxvxionaideia tov Hovriaxod Elqviouot. O Mévrog. Iotopia,
Aaoypagia ko ITolitiouds 1 (Thessaloniki 1991), p. 230.

2. During hisreturn to Constantinople it is said that he had a vision with St. Eugenios, in which the saint told him that Alexios would rise to the throne of the Grand K omnenoi.
See Georgiades, Th. (ed.), Eyxvxionaideio tov Ilovtiaxod EAAnvionod. O Iovrog. Iotopia, Aaoypagia kar Holmiouéc 1 (Thessaloniki 1991), p. 230.

3. See Chrysanthos, Metropolitan of Trebizond, «H ExxkAnoio g Tpanelodvtac», Apyeiov ITévrov (1933), p. 253.

4. Joseph’stwo works are: A6yoc we ev suvoyer drodaufaveov v yevébiiov nuépav tov ev Babuact mepifontov ki ueyaldbiov Evyeviov [Papadopoul os-Kerameus, A. (ed.),
Fontes Historiae Imperii Trapezuntini 1 (Amsterdam 1965), pp. 52-67] and Et: abvoig twv tov ayiov Qovudtwv pepixij ex twv nleiotwy [Papadopoul os-Kerameus, A. (ed.),
Fontes Historiae Imperii Trapezuntini 1 (Amsterdam 1965), pp. 78-136].

5. See Chrysanthos, Metropolitan of Trebizond, «H Exx\ncio tng Tpamelodvtac», Apyeiov ITovrov (1933), p. 254.

6. See Rosenquist, J.O., The Hagiographic Dossier of St Eugenios of Trebizond in Codex Athous Dionysiou 154. A Critical Edition with Introduction, Translation,
Commentary and | ndexes (Uppsaa 1996), pp. 35-36.

7. Fallmerayer, J. Ph. [Original-Frarmente, Chroniken, Inschristen und anderes Materiale zur Geschichte der Kaisertum Trapezunt (Abhandlungen der historischen Classe
der K. Bayerischen Akademie 1, Munich 1843-1847), p. 35] and Papadopoulos, |. [T piyopiov Xioviddov tov Aotpovépov emarolai (Thessaloniki 1929), p. 10-11] believe that
the metropolitan Joseph’s eulogy is addressed to Alexios |11 Grand Komnenos.

8. The name Melik mentioned in the sources is not the name of the sultan of Ikonion, but some honourary title which had been given to the sultan. The
identity of the sultan who participated in the 1222-1223 campaign is not clearly defined. On the differing opinions which have been brought forward see
Savvidis, A., «I'tax v tavtdtnTa 1oL MeA ik otnv oeAtlovkikn exotoateia tov 1222-1223 kata g Toamelovvtacy, in Hpaktikd IA TlaveAAnviov lotopikov
Xvvedpiov 1993 (Thessaloniki 1994), pp. 79-88.

9. See Chrysanthos, Metropolitan of Trebizond, «H ExxkAnoia g Tpanelovvtac», Apyeiov ITévov 4-5 (1933), pp. 399-409.

10. The pretext had been given when a Trebizond ship sought refuge due to bad weather in Sinopi and its cargo was confiscated by the town’s Armenian governor. See
Georgiades, Th. (ed.), Eyxvrioraideio tov Iovtiokot ElAnvicuod. O [Iévrog. lotopia, Aaoypopio kai Holitiouds 1 (Thessaloniki 1991), p. 122.
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Awrvoypagpia
Byzantine Trebizond: a provincia literary landscape

http://books.google.gr/books? d=gltV K prpx7sC& pg=PA 29& | pg=PA 29& dg=Byzantine+Trebizond:+a+Provincial +Literary+L andscape& source=bl & ots=2iy JEe7-
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Mwoocdpto :
endemousa synodos (permanent synod) of Constantinople

A consulting synod of ecclesiastic officials dwelling in Constantinople, convened every year in the capital to discuss current matters, the demands of bishops and prelates etc.
skeuophylax (megas)

A cleric, usually a priest, whose main duty was to look after the sacred valuables and liturgical vessels of a church.

Inyég
MuxamA Tlavagetog, Mepi twv tne TpameCovvtoc paciAéwv, Aaumog, L. (ed.), «To toamelovvTiakdVv XQOVIKOV TOL MEWTOTERATTOV Kot
npwtovotaiov MixanA Iavagétov», Néoc EAAnvouviuwy 4 (1907), pp. 285, 15-20, 286, 1-5, 287, 3-5.

[Mopadépara

The election of Joseph to the metropolitan throne of Trebizond, as described in a local chronicle

T avte étet, fjtor, Cwof’, ivdikTiwvog B/, unvi Maetio 10’ éviueoa ) peyaAn Toitn ékounBn 6 unteomoAitng ToameCovvtog kv Nipwv, véow
neoontaAaioag MAevEITdOL, ETL WV €V Th) LovpeAd Kal évetadLaodn doyteoatikwg ig v XouoorképaAov, eig Tov Tddov Tob punteomnoAitov kv Bagvafa.

Kat éyndpiodn 6 okevoPpvAal Twornd 6 AalagdmovAog, kat annABev eig v IT6AL.

MuxanA Havagetog, Mepi twv e TpaneCovvtog facidéwy, Adumog, L. (ed.), «To toame{ouvTiakdy XQOVIKOV TOL TQWTOOERATTOV KAt TQWTOVOTAQIOV
MuxanA Iavagétov», Néoc EAAnvouviuwv 4 (1907), p. 285.15-20.

The chronographer Michael Panaretos describes the enthronement of metropolitan Joseph in Trebizond
Mnvi AmoiAiw 1y, 1 avt ,Gwoy’ Etet, ) peyadn Kvowakt) tov Iaoxa, iotapévou tob BaciAéwe eig O paitaviy, £yEéveto OXANoig Héoov Tob KovaoovAou
kail to maiAov, 6te NAOe kai 6 unteomoAitnc ke Twond, xepotovnuévog eig tov Bpdvov Toamelovvtiwv: kal ) Toitn g diakavnoipov Yéyovev 1)

eloéAevolg avTov.

MixomA Iavagetog, epi twv e TpameCovvtoc paciAéwv, Adumog, L. (ed.), «To Toame ovvTiaKoV XQOVIKOV TOL TOWTOOEBAOTOD KL TQWTOVOTAQIOV
MuixanA Iavagétov», Néoc EAAnvouviuwv 4 (1907), p. 286.1-5.

A contemporary chronicle refers to the resignation of Joseph, metropolitan of Trebizond

MnviNoeufoiw 1f’, ivductiwvog G, étovg ,GwoG’ éENABeV 6 untoomoAitng kv Twond i tov Bpdvov ¢ ToamelovvTog, kKai eloNABev év 1) HoVT) NG
‘EAeovonge.

MixamA Iavagetog, Iepi twv e TpameCovvtoc paciAéwv, Adumog, L. (ed.), «To Toame ovvTiakoV XQOVIKOV TOL TEWTOOEBAOTOV KAl TQWTOVOTAQIOU
MixamA avagétov», Néog EAAnvouviuwy 4 (1907), p. 287.3-5.
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Xpovoroylo
ca. 1310: Birth of John Lazaropoulos in Trebizond

shortly before 1340: John Lazaropoulos is assigned skeuophylax at the church of Aghia Sophia in Trebizond
1340: He abandons Trebizond and seeks refuge in Constantinople
1349: He returns to Trebizond and enters the circle of emperor Alexios III Grand Komnenos

19 March 1364: Death of the metropolitan of Trebizond Niphon. Lazaropoulos is elected new metropolitan, receiving the name Joseph. He departs for
Constantinople

13 April 1365: Joseph Lazaropoulos returns from Constantinople to Trebizond

15 April 1365: Joseph Lazaropoulos is enthroned metropolitan of Trebizond

12 November 1367: Joseph Lazaropoulos resigns from the metropolitan throne and retires to Eleousa monastery
end of 1367: He departs for Constantinople

1368: Temporary return to Trebizond

July 1368: Final settlement in Constantinople

before December 1369: Death of Joseph Lazaropoulos in Constantinople

Bon6. KatdAioyot
Works by Joseph Lazaropoulos

1. «Oratio ad sanctum Eugenium», ed. Papadopoulos-Kerameus, A., «Adyoc wg ev ouvopet dtadappavwv vy yevéBAlov nuéoav tov ev Bavuaot
meQBonTov kat peyaAdOAov Evyeviovs, Fontes Historiae Imperii Trapezuntini 1 (Amsterdam 1965), pp. 52-67.

New edition by Rosenqvist, J.O., The hagiographic Dossier of St. Eugenios of Trepizond in Codex Athous Dionysiou 154 (Acta Universitatis Uppsaliensis. Studia
Byzantina Uppsaliensia 5, Uppsala 1996), pp. 204-244.

2. «Synopsis miraculorum sancti Eugenii», ed. Papadopoulos-Kerameus, A., «Ett cOvoyig twv tov ayiov Bavpudtwyv pegukn ek twv mAelotwv», Fontes
Historiae Imperii Trapezuntini 1 (Amsterdam 1965), pp. 78-136.

New edition by Rosenqvist, ].O., The hagiographic Dossier of St. Eugenios of Trepizond in Codex Athous Dionysiou 154 (Acta Universitatis Uppsaliensis. Studia
Byzantina Uppsaliensia 5, Uppsala 1996), pp. 246-358.



